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Diane's Diary 
Diane Tanner 

We once again concluded No- 
vember with our elections. With most of 
the incumbents returning, the main change 
was Bobbie moving from Vice President 
to Board and Crystal stepping up from the 
Board to VP. Shirley joins the board as 
our significant other representative. I'd like 
to remind everyone that you don't need to 
be on the board to take the lead on an 
event or activity. Two of our biggest 
events (Christmas Party and Pridc) this 
year have been coordinated largely by non 
board members (Vickie and Jamie) with 
great success. So if you have an idea for 
an activity, there's a good chance you can 
take the lead if you want the opportunity. 

Speaking of main events, our 
Christmas Party will once again be at our 
favorite plantation. See the map on the 
insert and coordinate any last minute plan- 
ning with Vickie or Nancy B. This prom- 
ises to be another great evening. Unfortu- 
natcly our gucst spcakcr for November 
from the Tulane Gender Clinic had to 
cancel. It looks like looks like new man- 
agement is phasing out the program, mean- 
ing that we will need to retain our current 
informal network of health care providers. 

Several of us did manage to get 
together at the Mint for Halloween. After 
an evening of Karioke, I've learned I was 
right in deferring my singing career. It 
was a fun evening. 

Many of you are aware that the 
Lesbian Gay Community Center of New 
Orleans (LGCCNO) has received a grant 
form the State law enforcement agencies 
to establish a hotline to report hate crimes. 
What is particularly noteworthy is that this 


Serving The Gulf Coast Transgender Community 


grant is probably the first in the nation to 
include all hate crimes, ranging from race 
and religion to sexual orientation and 
gender. Over 30 people attended the first 
training scssions, with morc schcdulcd for 
December and January. There is still time 
to get involved. 

The annual Spirit Awards spons- 
ored by the Mctropolitan Community 
Church of New Orleans were held again 
this year in the gardens of the wonderful 
Claiborne Manor. The GGA's own Nancy 
Sharp was prescntcd with the Educational 
Service Achievement Award for all her 
work in promoting education on 
Transgendcr issucs at both local and na- 
tional levels, particularly through PFLAG. 
For those of you who are not aware, 
Nancy puts together several articles each 
month in the PFLAG Banner covering 
Transgender topics. 

On the subject of education, a 
few of us associated with GGA are in- 
volved with the formation of a GLSEN 
(Gay Lesbian Straight Education Net- 
work) chapter here in New Orleans. 
GLSEN works to help make schools safer 
for both students and teachers. There's 
still time to get involved with GLSEN. 
Happy Holidays. 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOLO 
E-MAIL LISTINGS 
(E-Mail Corrections to TiaC@juno.com) 
GGA: Info@gga.org or President, 
elc@gga.org 
GGA Web Site: http\:www.gga.org 
Dr Dianne Bailey: dbbailey@linknet.net 
Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 
Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
(Crystal hopes to be back on e-mail 
soon) 
Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 
Nancy B: Webmistrrss@gga.org 
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Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 

Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Cissy Conlcy: TiaC@juno.com 

Lee Mymick:: nuttslanding@juno.com 
Chris K.: Chrise@concentric.net 
http:\www.concentric.net/~chmse/IN*E 
X.HTML 

Bobbie N. Hougland: Nicole2u@aol.c- 
om 

Donna & Shirley O. 
pttlov@bcllsoutbbbh.nct 

Allison Thomas: designs@fastband.com 
DOOOHOOGOGOOOOOOOOO®H 
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LAGNITAPPE! 
{This is your column!! The articles sub- 
mitted are generally from our readers. We 
will publishb your pet peeves; yes!, even 
your positive comments if you happen to 
like something we’ve done, etc. It doesn’t 
have to be more than a line or two; if long 
enough, we will normally publish it as a 
full, separate article. It can be marked 
‘anonymous’, but we do need to know 
who it was submitted by. It can even be a 
personal as long as it fits our general pol- 
icy as summarized in our constitution, 
bylaws, outreach brochure and policy 
Statement on page 4.-ed} 

COOOOOOOOOOOO 
From The Desk 


of Lee Mymick 

Thanks to all who participated in 
the "Twa Sexuaiities" panetdiscussion 
at UNO with Dr Peter Anderson. . 

We had an awesome turnout. Included, 
besides myself, were: Vicki, Mikki, Geni- 
a, Donna , (in boy drag) & wife Shirley, 
Barb, Karen, Noelle, Chris, and my sister 
Barbara. 

Particular thanks go out to Noelle 
who came in full "entertainment" mode! 
After all, we like to present a full "cross" 
section of our culture. 

Perhaps we stretched the limits 
this time and overpowered the class. Next 
semester, Dr. Anderson has requested that 
we hold it down to 5 or 6 panelists. Guess 
it could 
grow ‘till we outnumber the students! I'm 
Sure everyone enjoyed the experience and 
is, hopefully, willing to do it 
again next semester. 

IIT IIIT 

Lee Krances 
Dear Fi Tichas;- ay ae 

November already!t For 2-3 
years now I have, occasionally, asked the 
Lord to let me live to see the millennium 
in. Looks like He may be doing it. 

Healthwise, I have one good eye 
out of which T can see and in the other one 
Ihave only peripheral vision which louses 
up my depth perception. Since the last 
laser surgery the black spot is not as pro- 
nounced as it was. I will never again see 
out of that eye but it does let light in. 

I went to my Dr. (intcrnist) last 
Thursday and I went under the cloud of 
failing kidneys so it was not the usual 
"fun" visit. She astounded me when she 
called Friday and said my blood and urine 


were normai in every categorv. 

dhe said, " [just don't understand 
you and how you bounce back from these 
bad situations. I told her that it is God's 
mercy on me, His healing hand on me. 
This is the second time I have “bounced 
back." To God be the glory!. 

Ihave joined inquirer's classes in 
our local St. Andrew's Episcopal Cathe- 
dral here. They announced it one Sunday 
and I told Peter I'd love to attend and he 
said, "let's do it." Last Wednesday found 
me in the class. It will run until next May. 
I'll post my reflections in next month's 
update. 

Right now it's “lookin' good!" I have been 
attending the church for a couple of years 
now. When Peter is in town we go. I 
have an awe filled sense of Spiritual free- 


_ dom there In the next issue of I TL heve 


tT ek ba 


been privileged to print an article by onc 


_ Of the Canon's (Priest). It's a powerful 


article. 
You will be blessed by it. 

As for Loveletter, I had to cancel 
the one I was going to send out in October 
because of the way I was feeling. That 
gives me a good thrust into the Holiday 
issue, hopefully out the first week in 
December. I will take the article I wrote 
for the issue that never came out and use 
it for the February issue. Look for a good 
Holiday issue. 

My sincere and heartfelt thanks to all of 
you for your help and sustenance. 

Oh! Julie sent me a new iMac computer 
and Kori sent me an Epson ink jet 

color printer!!!! Computer woe's are gone 
and I should be on line consistently now. 
How much easier it is to get out the issues 
of LoveLetter again, to God be the glory. 


_ Cissy sent me two sets of labels so I'd __ 


better get busy. By the grace of God and 
your help, LL hits the mail every couple 
of months. 
God bless you and you have my sincere 
love and prayers.\ 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
OOOO OOOOOOOOLOOOO 
?2?MEN?? 
Phoenix Fire 

Why do little boys whine? 
Because they are practicing to be men. 
What do you call a handcuffed man? 
Trustworthy. 
What does it mean when a man is in your 
bed gasping for breath and calling your 
name? 
You didn't hold the pillow down long 


enough 
Why do only 10% of men make ity 
heaven? 

Because if they all went, it would be hell, 
Why do men like smart women? 
Opposites attract. 

How are husbands like lawn mowers? 
They're hard to get started, they emit 
noxious odors, and half the time they don't 
work, 

How do men define a 50/50 relationship? 
We cook-they eat; we clean-they dirty; we 
iron-they wrinkle. 

How do men exercise on the beach? 

By sucking in their stomachs every time 
they see a bikini. 

How does a man show he's planning for 
the future? 

He buys two cases of beer instead of one. 
Hew is Colonel Sanders like the typical 
malc? 

All he's concerned with is legs, breasts, 
and thighs. 

How many men does it take to screw ina 
light bulb? 

ONE ... He just holds it up there and waits 
for the world to revolve around him. 
What do you do with a bachelor who 
thinks he's God's gift to women? 
Exchange him. 

What should you give a man who has 
everything? 

A woman to show him how to work it. 
What's a man's idea of honesty in a rela- 
tionship? 

Telling you his real name. 

What's the best way to force a man to do 
sit ups? 

Put the remote control between his toes. 
What's the difference between Big Foot 
and an intelligent man? 

Big Foot's heen snotted several times, 
What's the smartest thing a man can say? 
My wife says... 

Why do female black widow spiders kill 
the males after mating? 

To stop the snoring before it starts. 

Why do jocks play on artificial turf? 

To keep them from grazing. 

Why do men need instant replay on TV 
sports? 

Because after 30 seconds they forget what 
happened. 

Why does it take 100 million sperm to 
fertilize one egg? 

Because not one will stop and ask for 
dircctions. 

Why is psychoanalysis a lot quicker for 
men than for women? 


oer en 


classic 
concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 

{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 
Kathleen's Kloset 
Consignment-Resale 
Boutique--Sizes to 28 


915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 
Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 
454-3048 Myrle McArthur 
864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
1804 25™ Ave (Hwy 49) Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 
Pp. O. BOX 922 


Kosciusko, MS 39090 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 


News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 


Renaissance . 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 


Wayne, PA 19087 


Gulf Gender Alliance 


Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 


Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 
3326 Prytania (504) 899-5754 
New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 

Attorney at LaW 
3723 Canal St (504) 488-1188 
Beeper 551-3957 Fax 488-6302 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Mary Kay, South MS 
Lucette Werrel 228-467-1286 
Independent Professional Beauty 

Consultant 
113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


837-5580 
(office) 


201 Gordon Crocket 
Lafayette, LA 70503 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 
All Widths 
Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 
1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 


SP Wails by Tina 


PROFESSIONAL, COMPLETE 
NAIL CARE: 


sink 

sonny 42428 Pappa Ferry Ad. 
Open 6 Days & Week Dilbernze, MS 39532 
Mon Sati Dum, to 7 pak {226) 396-3006 


All Advertisers Guaranteed TC Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


Marie D. Gallagher 
President 


lynn 


Backstage Styling Salon 

Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
646-0256 
0458 


Ste E (upstairs) 


Sereni 


Psychotherapist 
228-822-0800 


a _gouya salon 
corrective hair specialists 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 


Lydia K Constantin 


Celtic Desktop Services 
Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 

Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 


281.508.6018 
pager: 713.615.4276 
fax: 281.615.5782 
e-mail: Mariedenig@aol.com 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


504-751-4691 


1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA7 


Place 


RN LCSW 
2400 14th St 
Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 


PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA) ng 
ENAISSANCE | AFFILIATED GROUP. 
Articles and information contained in 
this newsletter may be reprinted by 
other non-profit transgender 
Organizations without advance 
€rmission, provided a copy is sent to 
ulf Gender Alliance within 2 months 
after the material is published and 
Proper credit is given to author and 
source. 
._ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
welcomed, but may, be altered in the 
editing process with the author’s intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually 
explicit material wili be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
page should be accompanied by_an 
ASCIT (or DOS text) ‘file on 3.5" 
IBM/MS-DOS compatible _ diskette. 
(Word Perfect up through 7.0 also) 


The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
persons. Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
approved guests are welcome when 
cleared through GGA’s officers. Dues 
are $25/year for active membership and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be cropped from the 

. Mailing list. Members who do not brin 
their dues current within 1 month o 
eir expiration date may also be 
ropped at the board’s discretion. 

Jur phone is: (504) 943-1999. 
ll Club correspondence should be sent 
»: GGA 


0. Box 56836 
Jow Orleans, LA 


mg —T A701 56-6825 
Submit articles and ads to: 
Cissy G, Conley 
P. O. Box 5085 
Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 
All advertisements and articles must 
be received by hursday 
the month prior to the following months 
newsletter. Otherwise, expect an 
additional months eas ea 
' oted wi Oy are 
from the Eli Side Staff and should not 
be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 
Our E-Mail 
. anyone@GGA.org 


address is: 


SSS9a9saananan3naaoananananaayye—————_—_———— 


the second Thurs of 


GGA CALENDAR 
1999-2000 
December 11" Christmas Party 
(See member's Insert) 


Volunteer’s Brunch 
(LGCC, 1224 Decatur) 


December [2" 


January 8" 


Regular Meeting 


Volunteer’s Brunch 
(LGCC, 1224 Decarur) 


January 9" 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 (713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491-5304 (713) 347-8747 


KING & QUEEN TRAVELING REVUE 
ADDRESS 
P.O. BOX 4572 
BILOXI, MS 39535 
E-MAIL 
pagen767@hotmail.com 


EL OLYSIS 
MEDICAL CLINIC, INC. 
EMC reas 


Electrohyate 
Ugh Sheer Diode laser 


Sanoaa HucHes C.C.E, 
loner Certified 


Hie. Mon-Thu 1 AM-7 PM « Fri 9 AM~4 
1-800-278-4352 


nhnuMeeting Notice: 
IY you wish to attend u GGA 


Meeting. please 


contact uy at thie 


aforementioned address or call us at: 

(504) 943-1999 
This month's regular meeting will be held in 
one of the River Plantations berween New 


Orleans and Baton Rouge, 


See member's 


Insert for location. times and further details. 


Next month's meeting will 


be back in our 


usual location in the greater New Orleans’s 


area. 


OOOOOOOOOOODO0Oa 


GGA Officers 


President 


Vice President 
Scerctary/Treasurcr 


Diane Tanner 
Crystal Little 
Cissy Conlcy 


Board of Directors 
Diane T, Crystal L, Cissy C, Nicole,H 
Nancy B, Michelle R, Shirley O 


en it's time to go back to his childhood, 
fre's already there. 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOO OOOO 
MY LAST Blonde Joke! 
Jan Southard (via internet) 

A blonde and a brunette are run- 
ning a ranch together in I.ouisiana. They 
decide they need a bull to mate with their 
cows to increase their herd. The brunette 
takes thcir life savings of $600 dollars and 
gocs to Tcxas to buy a bull. She cventu- 
ally meets with an old cowboy that will 
sell her a bull. 

"It's the only one | got for $599, take it or 
leave it." 

She buys the bull and goes to the 
local telegram office and says, "I'd like to 
send a telegram to my friend in Louisiana 
that says: Have found the stud bull for our 
ranch, bring the trailer." The man behind 
the counter tells her, "Telegrams to any- 
where in the U.S. are $.75 per word." 

She thinks about it for a moment 
and decides, "I'd like to send one word, 


please." 

"And what word would that be?" 
inquires the man. "Comfortable," replies 
the brunette. 


lhe man asks, "I'm sorry miss, 
but is your friend gonna understand this 


telegram?" The brunette replies, "My 
friend is blonde and reads REAL slow, 
when she gets this, she will see: 
COM-FOR-DA-BULL." 


DOGO OOOHOOOOOOOOOOO 
Karen’s Korner 
Karen Louise Scott 

I’m sorry I missed the meeting. 
Due to stomach trouble, I was unable to 
attend. 

Congratulations to the officers 
and board members for the next year. 

A few weeks ago, Noelle and I 
had an opportunity to attend another panel 
discussion at UNO. There were nine of us 
and it was informative and fun as well. We 
offered a good cross-section of the trans- 
grendered community. 

Happy Thanksgiving. Hope to see 
everyone at the Christmas Party. 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


From The Stenopad 
Cissy Conley 

Well, this has been the most 
exciting flipside yet! I had just started the 
December issue, when the computer 
power supply died! This would be no big 
deal on a desktop size machine, but in a 
notcbook, well, that’s a complctely diffcr- 
ent subject! Esrecially since I was far 
removed from the home base-actually in 
Louisville at my sisters. There wasn’t 
much left to do but go and get a new one. 
Of course, this is a Windows 98 machine 
instead of the Windows 3.1 one that it 
replaced and a windows based Word 
Perfect version was the only one avail- 
able. So, I am learning a new computer 
and a new software version. And, of 
course, all of my backups are in Biloxi 
also. Lf the header comes out anywhere 
ncar what previous versions looked like, 
we have Nancy B. to thank, since she is to 
e-mail me some graphics images tomorr- 
ow night when she returns home. The 
other graphics are courtesy of my co- 
worker Harold, whom some of you know 
from earlier Biloxi meetings. Thanks 
goodness for e-mail, and that a copy of a 
Juno installation disk was available. Also, 
that there was a printer driver for inkjet 
printer that I had brought along loaded in 
the software for this machine. So, please 
bear with me, and eventually our newslet- 
ter will be back in shape. We did take a 
break and went to one of the local hotels 
for a Thanksgiving dinner today and got 
all the right pronouns. 
Board Meeting 
1. We approved to bring before the gen- 
eral membership the approval of the mon- 
ies expended by our members Jamie and 
Donna for the Pride Parade Float, since it 
exceeded the $100 limit for Board ap- 
proval. 
2. We voted to donate $50 for the South 
Mississippi Aida Task Torce Christmas 
Benefit. Most of this sum was made up by 
donations. The benefit, billed as spons- 


ored by GGA will be held the Saturday 
night following our Christmas 

Party at the Sanctuary in Biloxi. Noelle 
will be performing and all members are 
welcome to attend. 

3. We approved the purchase of a new 
book for our Library, The Tranny Guide’, 
from I.F.G.E. for $20. 

4, Nancy Sharp will be receiving a Spirit 
award and Crystal will be lighting the 
Transgender candle at the Hate Crimes 
benefit. 

Gencral Membership Mccting 

1. Our scheduled presentation by Tulane 
Gender Clinic has been postponed. Dr 
Palace is leaving Tulane for private prac- 
tice. She will re-schedule with us when 
her move has been completed. 

2. Vicki spoke briefly concerning our 
Christmas Party. The details are listed in 
the attached members insert. We all cer- 
tainly appreciate her efforts in coordinat- 
ing this event. Should you wish to attend 
and did not pre-pay at the November 
meeting, you need to contact Nancy B at 
MsWeb@gga.org. If you do not have e- 
mail, send your check ($30 per person) to 
the GGA P.O. Box as soon as possible. 
We need to give our hostess an aceurate 
attendance count so she can prepare food. 
3. Diane announced upcoming community 
events as follows: Crystal is lighting the 
Transgender candle at the ‘Stop The Hate 
Campaign,’ Nancy Sharp received the 
‘Spirit Award’ at Columbine Mansion. 
Volunteers are needed to answer the 
LGCC Community Center help line for 
the ‘Stop The Hate’ campaign. 

4. Election results for the coming year as 
follows: 

President: Diane Tanner 

Vice President: Crystal Little 
Secretary/Treasurer: Cissy Conley 

CD Board Member: Michelle Ryan 

TS Board Member: Bobbie Hougland 
S/O Board Member: Shirlcy O. 

At Large Board Member: Nancy B. 

The board position vacated by Crystal as 
past-president will convert to an at-large 
position and nominations will be taken at 
the January meeting. See Diane if you are 
interested in running, or e-mail 


Board@tgga.org 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOHO 


DQOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOLO 
NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 
one year in advance. All 
events, unless stated 
otherwise, have been 


obtained through national 


advertisement or direct 
contact from the promoter. 
GGA accepts no 
responsibility for the 
accuracy or content of these 


First Event 2000 
January 20-23 
Woburn, MA 
F. O. Box 540071 
Woburn, MA 02454-0071 
(781) 891-9325 
(781) 899-3230 
www.tcne.org 
WOOOOOOOOOOO0OO 
IFGE 14" Annual 
Health & Wellness Conference 
| March 22-26 
Arlington, VA 
Cioe Enterprises 
| Easton, PA 18044-0061 
(610) 759-1761 
(610) 759-2347 
Skristinej@aolcom 
A.L.@LNG.com 
OOOOQOOOHOOOOOOOOOO 
Colorado Gold Rush 
March 1-5 
Denver, CO 
GIC of CO, Inc 
1455 Ammons St, Ste 100 
Lakewood. CO 802125-4993 
(303) 202-6466 
GICofColo@aoLcom 


OOO OOOOOOOOOOO 
Renaissance 4" Intl Conf 
Crossdressing, Sex & Gender 
May 4-7 
Philadelphia, PA 

www.ren.orgt/4thcon 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Life and Death 
Death 
of 3 Young People 
StressGone@aol.com 
Please credit Carolyn Wagner of PI'LAG 


for forwarding this article. Thanks. 

It brought tears to my eves. After 
the recent fights within the TG comununity 
one wonders why some continue to make 
personal sacrifices only to find them- 
selves targets of hostility within our com- 
munity. Then I read this and I know that 
some will continue because they know that 
even against most odds they can have 
some impact on making the world a little 
better place for the next generation. 
Courtney (Nancy) Sharp 
Associated Press, August 28, 1999 
A Life and Death on NYC Streets 
By CHELSEA J. CARTER, Associated 
Press Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) 

Dion Webster talked loud and 
laughed louder. He was a prankstcr, a kid 
who got tiiings started. But late one cold 
November night, his laughtcr ccascd. He 
was found dead on the street, a knife shov- 
ed into his head. 

Kevin Freeman was a quiet 
young man, an introvert with bright eyes. 
Six months after his friend Webster was 
murdered, Freeman's body turned up in a 
park not far away with his skull ncarly 
split in half, 

Few mourned these two young 
men: their fellow street people, some 
social workers 

these were people passers by 
ignored; the type police rousted and ar- 
rested. They were homeless, addicted to 
crack cocaine, and stuck in a dead end of 
life before age 30. Besides, they lived in 
the hidden realm of the "transgendered, " 
men believing they should have been born 
female. They 
worked the streets. 

In a City that boasts its dropping 
crime rate and safer streets, their murders 
barely registered. There were no news 
conferences, no task forces, no public 
outcry. 

"They were dead already to the 
world. When they were killed, it just 
made it official," said Carl Siciliano, a 
social worker who knew them. 

Police will not discuss the cases 
in depth. The murders remain unsolved. 

One man tried hard to find out 
what happened. He questioned people and 
fed information to police. He discovered 
that Freeman had been killed over a drug 
deal, Webster when a trick went bad. 

Ali Forney was a friend of the two, an- 
other young man sharing their nether- 


oat — 5 


world." The three muskctccrs." a fn 
affectionately called them. 

A few months after Freeman! s 
killing and just blocks away from both 
murder scenes, Forney' s body was found, 
a single gunshot wound to the head. 

This is his story. 

Ali He'shun Torney was born in 
Charlotte, N.C., on April 12, 1975, his 
name reflecting his family's Muslim faith. 
As a child, he moved with his single moth- 
er to a housing project in Brooklyn. 

His mother, Treaver Forney, and 
her children don‘ t want to talk about Ali’ 
s life or his death. 

1But dozens of friends, social 
workers and street outreach workers spéak 
of him, and hospital and court records and 
cvcn personal writings and recorded intcr- 
views paimt a vivid portrait: A boy who 
longed for a family, a singer who rclishced 
the spotlight, a young man with hard-earn- 
ed street smarts who struggled with life, 
gave up, then struggled again. 

Ali's boyhood neighborhood of 
East New York is a world of poverty- 
-blightcd high-riscs, beat-up cars, stark 
Store fronts and warchouscs 

It' s not an easy place to be a 
child. The area ranks near the top of the 
charts every year when it comes to violent 
crime. 

From an early age, Ali knew he 
was different from other boys, preferring 
to play with dolls and dress up in his 
mother’ s clothes. 

"It is frustrating trying to hide 
something you have to let out. I tried for 
years. But my mother knew something 
was there ...," he wrote in 1993 in an essay 
for the Streetwork Project, a drop-in center 
for homeless teens run by the private, 
nonprofit Victim Services agency. 

As he grew, he became a gangly 
thing, all arms and legs; a favorite target of 
the neighborhood's teen-age toughs and an 
awkward presence for his brothers. Once, 
preparing to . 
pummel a young man in drag, they stopp- 
cd short "Oh (cxplctive), Ali, that's you!" 
he recalled one brother saying 

By then, Ali was acting up in 
school, getting into fights and stealing. He 
was 13 when he was sent to live in a group 
home for troubled youths, but ran away 
within months. 

That began a four-year cycle of 
bouncing between the strects and foster 
care. He lived in at least four homes, 


cluding a state mental institution because 
of "volatile behavior": he had barricaded 
himself in a room after being belittled by 
other teens. 


He turned his first trick at 13. 
After pocketing $40, he recalled feeling 
wealthy " like Donald Trump." 

But he was "throwing shade," 
covering the pain, says Trevor Brown, 
who recorded Ali' s story for the New 
York Peer AIDS Education Coalition. 

In those years, Ali spent his days hang- 
ing Out on street corners or at Coney Is- 
land, hustling or stealing. 

The nights he was on the lam 
from foster care, he rode the last car of the 
E train, a subway line known among New 
York's 15, 000 to 20,000 homeless teens 
as a hotel on wheels. It's a long ride, and 
at the last station you can get on the train 
going the other way without paying an 
extra fare. 

Sitting in a cramped office on the 
22nd floor of a Manhattan high-rise, Inez 
Robledo stared across the Hudson River, 
tears welling up. 

It wasn' t the first time that kids 
who showed up at Streetwork later turned 
up dead. She had most of them committed 
to memory 96 names, ages and faces; 
especially their faces. 

"They are all such babies, you 
know," she said. "They grow up fast on 
the street, learning how to get-over on 
people, stay alive, things that nobody 
should have to learn. But in the end, you 
know, they are still babies, children.” 

Ali was 17 when he walked 
through the door at Streetwork, a haven 
for homeless teens a stone’ s throw from 
the West Village’ s meat-packing district; 
a haunt of desperate kids used to making a 
few, quick bucks selling their bodies. 

At Streetwork, counselors helped 
Aliapply for a Social Security number and 
a medical card. He completed his high 
school equivalency exam. 

Video footage of a show at the 
drop-in center taken in 1993 shows a shy 
Ali peeking over the shoulder of another 
teen, his hand cupped over his mouth. He 
stared wide-eyed at the cross-dressing man 
in the sequined black gown belting out 
Chaka Khan's "I'm Every Woman." 

"T saw myself," he later told Ms. 
Robledo. Soon the pants he wore turned 
into shorts, and the shorts into skirts. 

He found a more comfortable 


place to live, a group home for gav vouths. 
He found some peace. 

Ilis 18th birthday brought him a $10- 
,000 settlement from a childhood traffic 
accident. Waiting for it, he talked of little 
except using the money to reunite with his 
family. 

He'd say, ‘I'm gonna get that 
money and go home, and everything's 
going to be good again," Ms. Robledo 
said. 

When he received the check, he 
bought gifts for his younger brothers. IIe 
also took out a life insurance policy, nam- 
ing his mother as beneficiary. 

He left Streetwork full of hope. 

But days later he was back, despondent, 
Ms. Robledo recalled. It hadn't worked 
out was all he would say. 

Ali met Dion Webster and Kevin 
Freeman at Streetwork. 

Webster was tough, smart- 
-mouthed, quick to anger and wise beyond 
his years. He had been on the streets more 
than half of his life, he told people. Ile 
was 18. 

Freeman was the reserved one, 
distant, sharing little with people. He was 
19. 

Together, they formed a family of 
outcasts. 

"They didn' t have a family of 
their own, so they created one for them- 
selves," said Siciliano, director of Safe 
Space, another drop-in center. 

And together the three worked 
the streets. 

By day, East Harlem's Marcus 
Garvey Park is a breath of fresh air in a 
concrete jungle of housing projects; by 
night, it is a blanket of darkness with pools 
of hard light from street lamps. 

But it was convenient to their new part- 
-time home, a shack built out of discarded 
aluminum siding, rubber tires and bricks. 

It became a home of last resort 
after their eligibility for New York' s 
youth shelters ended at age 19. 

It was then Ali's drug use esca- 
lated, his drug of choice crack cocaine, $5 
to $10 a vial. The drug eased the degrada- 
tion and fear of selling himself, he said in 
the AIDS coalition interviews. 

Life was closing in: In 2 % years, 
Ali was arrested 42 times. Jumping sub- 
way turnstiles. Possession of drugs. 
Prostitution. Ile went to jail at least seven 
times. 

His appearance became outland- 


ish a wig. skirt. combat DoUls and 4 W~ 
day stubble. With an exaggerated walk. 
small steps and arms bouncing, the once 
shy boy now called himself Luscious. 

Despite the drugs and the prosti- 
tution, Ali attended counseling sessions at 
outreach programs. The meetings were an 
outlet. He developed an aptitude for peer 
counseling and became an advocate for 
street safety, preaching commandments for 
self-preservation. One of them: Always 
make sure somebody sees you go with a 
trick. 

He wore a black vest jacket with 
a back pocket filled with condoms that 
people could take as he passed by. He 
bragged about being IIIV negative. 

With outreach workers, Ali 

pounded the pavement. "I approach the 
drug dealers and (say), 'T’ m buying some 
drugs, you want some condoms?" he said 
in the AIDS coalition interviews. 
His work brought attention and he was 
invited to San Francisco in 1996 to tell 
social workers about the needs of home- 
less transgendered kids. 

"If he saw a future for himself, 
this was it, " Ms. Robledo said. He stood 
before a crowd, recounting his story. 
Afterward, many congratulated him, But 
no one offered him a job. 

The corner of East Harlem’ s 
Third Avenue and 122nd Street is quiet, 
except for the sound of high heels striking 
concrete. 

The garages and stores are shut- 
tered. Christina Devoe steps out from 
behind a tree, wearing a red minidress, 
walks toward a car and leans in. 

"Forty dollars." 

The man behind the wheel shakes 
his head and drives off. 

Devoe, a35-year-old transgender 
whose real name is Christopher, has work- 
ed these streets for more than a decade. 
This is someone who does not cry easily. 

But the voice softens, recollecting 
the three boys. Devoe was the one who 
called them the Three Musketeers. 

"They were sweet kids. It 
shouldn't have happened like that," Devoe 
said, recalling one cold night: Nov. 4, 
1996. 

Ali stood on the street corner 
shivering, pleading with Webster to call it 
a night. Freeman had already left. 

"] promise we'll leave after this 
one, " Webster said. "This is one of my 


It was the last time they ever 
spoke. 

When Webster didn't return. Ali 
headed home a spot on the floor of Devoe' 
S apartment that he shared with Webster. 

When he awoke hours later, word 
was already out among the transgendered 
prostitutes that one of their own was dead, 
knifed in the head. 

At the police precinct, Ali identified his 
friend. "He cried and cried and cried. It' 
s like his whole world sort of caved in," 
Ms. Robledo said. 

Then, according to Ms. Robledo, 
Devoe and others, he told the police every- 
thing he saw: The make and model of the 
car, the description of the john and how he 
was one of Webster’ s regulars. 

Police turned down repeated 
requests by The Associated Press to dis- 
cuss the allegations, the murder or the 
suspected murderer, 

Ali hit the streets nightly for 
weeks after the murder, working the same 
area, hoping to glimpse the killer. Weeks 
turned into months. Nothing. 

"After that, Ali just went down- 
hill," said Ms. Robledo. "In his eyes, he 
had lost the only family he had ever had." 

Ali cursed the police. Once, ina 
meeting at the AIDS coalition, he won- 
dered aloud when he would join Webster. 
He attempted suicide twice, with over- 
doses. 

His drug use increased. He 
dropped weight. Ile got into fights. Ile 
was kicked out of outreach programs. 

Although Ali and Freeman still 
hung out sometimes, Webster s death, for 
whatever reason, had driven a wedge 
between them. 

By spring 1997, shortly before 
his Z1si virtiday, Ali was irying to put the 
death behind him. He moved in with a 
friend who gave him money, lessening the 
lure of prostitution. 

But soon, he was lying to sneak 
out. "I would tell him I was doing out- 
reach. I would get high." 

Meanwhile, Freeman was getting 
into trouble. He was making deals with 
drug dealers, promising to pay later with 
interest but failing to pay. 

Freeman's body was found by a 
passerby face down in the dirt at Macus 
Garvey Park on June 20, 1997. His skull 
was nearly split in half. 

Word on the street was that Free- 
man was killed in a drug deal gone bad. 


Ali reportediy knew the deaier: they nad 
done business. 

The Safe Space Talent Show is a 
favorite among street kids. It's one night 
when they can dress up and show off for 
an approving audience. 

It was Ali's favorite night of the 
year. Here, he was the star. 

Irom its beginning in 1995, Ali 
sang in the show. By 1996, he was clos- 
ing the show with a preacher-stvle oratory 
put to music, known as "hymning." It was 
a talent he picked up as a child singing in 
the church choir. 

In 1997, Ali took to the stage one 
last time. His song prophetic: "Though 
the storms keep on raging in my life, and 
sometimes its hard to tell the night from 
day. 

Still that hone that ! pray for is reassured, 
as I keep my eyes upon the distant shore. 

I know he' Il lead me safely to 
that pleasant place he has for me." 

The telephone call came the 
moming of Dec. 5, 1997. The police 
officer said he had a John Doe at Iarlem 
Hospital. 

Ali, Siciliano thought. 

Just four days earlier, he had 
talked with him. Ali was sitting in the 
49th Street subway station. 

"T haven' t seen you in a while," 
Siciliano said. 

"I've been away," Ali told him, 
explaining he'd been in jail for drugs. 

Siciliano remembered asking him 
what he was doing. Ali told him he had a 
date, meaning prostitution. 

"Be careful," he said. 

Later that night, Devoe saw Ali 
and remembered him saying he had some- 
thing he had to take care of: He had taken 
drugs from a dealer and had promised to 
pay the next day. But before he could, Ali 


had gone to jail. 


At 4 a.m., police responded to a 
911 call: Shots fired; a man down on the 
sidewalk in front of a housing project on 
East 131st Street. No I.D. 

Yola Norville stood in the hospi- 
tal room staring at the body swaddled in 
white, life support machines attached. 

"Yes." she said. "That's Ali 
Fomey." 

Siciliano had sent Ms. Norville, a 
coworker, to identify the body. "He look- 
ed like he was sleeping," she said. The 
bedding was tucked around his body with 
only his shoulders, arms and head protrud- 


ing Irom the wots woe ce 

A woman stood at the bedsid 
crying. She introduced herself as Ali's 
mother. 

"Mother?" Ms. Norville thought, 
She couldn't bring herself to tell the 
woman that Ali told everybody she was 
dead. 

Then Ms. Robledo arrived. "He 
looked like that boy who I had first met, 
"she said. “It's like all those vears and 
experiences were washed away from his 
face." 

When homeless teens die in New 
York City. a memorial service is held at 
Times Square church. 

Ordinarily, it is in a small sanctu- 
ary. But when 75 people, street kids, 
outreach workers and the Forney family 
showed up, Ali’ s memorial was moved 
into the church' s main sanctuary. 

One by one, people paid tribute to 
Ali. Some called him Luscious. 

Ms. Robledo, who still keeps Ali’ 
S lapsed life insurance policy in her desk, 
said some words. So did friends from 
Safe Space, which recently announced it 
will open a special home for transgendered 
youths, the Ali Forney House. 

The year of his death, Ali had 
closed the talent show singing. "God loves 
everybody for who they are." At the ser- 
vice, Sicilianu closed the book on his life 
saying the same words. 

DOOOOOHOOOOOOOOOO 
The Casc FOR 
Hate Crimes Legislation 
Suzie Williams 
{Courlesy, Michelle Ryan) 

Hate crimes arc indecd different 
from other forms of crime and need to be 
prosecuted differently. A hate crime is a 
crime against humanity. 

Unlike crimcs against individuals, 
a hate crime is actually a form of terrorism 
aimed al a proup more than al the lone 
individual who happens to represent the 
group by becoming thc momentary, hap- 
less victim of those who hate. To hate 
crime (errorists, the individual victim is 
not a person; he or she is just an example 
objcct of thcir intcnsc loathing. 

The primary goal of hate crime 
lerrorists is to intimidate. If you and I are 
alike, and we are, and I happen to be the 
victim of thesc terrorists, you and others 
like us are intentionally being sent a mes- 
sage of intimidation from those who hate. 

James Byrd was not merely mur- 


d. He was tortured. You know the 
fry. He was beaten brutally. chained to 
e back of a pickup truck, and dragged 
alive for almost two miles until he was be- 
headed on a metal culvert. The message 
was Clear. This wasn't just for James Byrd, 
this was for black people. 

Matthew Sheppard wasn't simply 
robbed in a mugging. You know this story, 
too. Sheppard was viciously pistol- 
-whipped. Ile was crucified on that rail 
fence here in Wyoming. The message in 
this terrorist act: if you are gay, you can 
expect the same because you deserve the 
same. 

Jam not surprised that the former 
of these cases has three men ganging up 
on one victim and the latter case has two 
men torturing a lone victim. I believe that 
is always the way hate behaves. 

Yes, as a society, we should we 
stand up differently for a minority when 
that minority has been targeted by terror- 
ists. People who hate any types would 
prefer that society think of these crimes as 
lone incidents. They love it when we think 
one homicide is no different from any 
other. Hate-mongers can better advance 
their agenda if we fail to recognize their 
real intent. 

Just as one nation deserves allies 
who will liberate it when that nation has 
fallen victim to terrorists, the victims of 
hate crimes deserve our special consider- 
ation — because the real victims are not 
those who are killed or injured by hate 
crime terrorists. The real victims of hate 
crimes are the living who are left with the 
fear that the rest of the society might also 
see them as Jess than brothers and sisters. 

Maybe the true measure of our 
humanity lies in our ability to stand up for 
others who are slightly different from we 
are, to be able to tell them that they are not 
alone, that being different does not mean 
being alone, and that none of us will ever 
tolerate intimidation. 
OHOOOOHOOOOOOOOOLOOH 


HRC Shifts to Second Place 

Phyllis Randolph Frye, 

Dear Friends of Inclusion for 
Transgendcrs and also for Gender Variant 
LGB Folks, 

While al the Lavender Law Con- 
ference in Seattle last weekend, I was 
made awarc of somcthing that I had to- 
tally overlooked, In addition to the ITu- 
man Rights Campaign (IIRC) and ils 


continued refusal -- since Karen Kerin and 
I began the push in 1994 -- to lobby for the 
inclusion of transgenders and gender- 
-variant lesbians. gavs and bisexuals into 
the current ENDA, there is another na- 
tional organization that we must add to our 
list of enemies to TG-inclusion and to 
gender-variant LGB inclusion. 

Please do not misunderstand me. 
I have not suddenly become a fan of 
IIRC. IIRC is still a legitimate target of 
our ire. I hone that you still refuse to 
contribute to HRC, I hope that you still 
boycott and peacefully picket HRC events 
in your hometown, and I hope that you 
still fuss at HRC every chance you get. 

However, for the following rea- 
sons, I believe that HRC has slipped to 
position #2 on the list of enemies to 
TG-inclusion and to gender-variant LGB 
inclusion. HRC has slipped to #2 because 
it is remains obvious that Barney Frank 
and Ted Kennedy are the log jammers for 
nothaving transpenders and gender variant 
LGB folks placed into the ENDA lan- 
guage. I would love to have HRC come 
over onto our side and embrace them as 
allies. But even if they amended their 
by-law mission statement today, and be- 
came fully transgender inclusive today, 
and called for the inclusion of transgen- 
ders and gender variant LGB folks into the 
ENDA language today, we would still 
have to convince Barney Trank and Ted 
Kennedy. Granted, such a task would be 
easier, but those two boys are the log 
jammers! 

Both Frank and Kennedy are 
Massachusetts boys and will respond best 
to pressure from Massachusetts LBGT and 
SOFFA folks. Let's encourage our Mas- 
sachusetts LGBT and SOFTA folks to get 
enough Massachusetts steam up to soften 
the shells of those old lobsters. hey! 

And although I remain angry at 
HRC for their above inaction on ENDA, I 
must grudgingly admit that they are mov- 
ing a tad — still too slowly. but moving a 
tad nonetheless. HRC has expanded its 
work in several areas to include 
transgendered Americans (e.g., expanding 
its Workplace Project, creating/publishing 
resources for trans folks, advocating 
for/defending Hate Crimes Prevention 
Act's trans inclusion), but it should do 
more. Much More! 

The hypocritical position HRC 
takes in saying publicly that the discrimi- 
nation faced by trans people in many ways 


is equivalent to that faced by LGb iz... 
should translate into include transzenders 
into its by-law 

mission statement and into the ENDA 
language. 

Bo by all means. keep HRC on 
the enemies list. But add to the list, and 
place in the number one position. the 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education 
Fund. 

The contrast of IIRC to Lamb- 
da Legal is that Lambda Legal remains at 
square zero. As HRC, they have No mis- 
sion statement. Lambda Legal also has No 
board resolution. Lambda Legal has done 
No -- None, Nix, Nay —- 
meaningful work in favor of trans folks. 
In fact, I learned at the Lavender Law 
Conference that LGB community leaders 
have been putting pressure on Lambda 
Legal for some time now to bring lawsuits 
in order to judicially test 
the Supreme Court's promising _Price 
Waterhouse precedent and the Supreme 
Court's promising _Oncale_ precedent in 
a way that would cover gender nonconfor- 
mity. Such courtroom wins would thus do 
in the courts what Congress -- read here, 
Frank and Kennedy and GOP conserva- 
tives -- has refused to do. Lambda Legal 
has oddly refused. 

I should have figured it out ear- 
lier. Yes, sometimes it takes a2x4. At the 
National Roundtables, I just assumed that 
the Lambda Legal resistance to TG inclu- 
sive items was a personal thing of its 
representative. And for the six years that 
Lambda Legal has refused my preaching 
that LGB folks should use our legal, same- 
-sex transgender marriages as precedent, I 
again just assumed that the Lambda Legal 
resistance was a personal thing of its rep- 


-resentative on that issue. But while at the 


Lavender Law Conference and upon hear- 
ing HRC's representative being LGBT 
inclusive at workshops and all the while 
the Lambda Legal's representative reacting 
adversely to statements about the com- 
monality of bias we (Trans / LGB) face, it 
clicked in my brain. 

My Conclusion Is That Lambda 
Legal Defense and Education Fund Is 
Now the #1 Target on Our List of Enemies 
to TG-inclusion and to Gender-variant 
LGB Inclusion. 

Therefore, I encourage you to 
not join or renew or contribute to Lambda 
Legal. If you do, insure they know that 
they are getting only 75% of your normal 


ontribution. Send the other 25% to the 
Transcender Law 

Conterence at PO Box 1010, Coopers- 
town, NY 13326, ictlbehda@aol.com. 

I hope that you begin to boycott 
and peacefully picket Lambda Legal's 
events in your hometown, and I hope that 
you fuss at Lambda Legal every chance 
you get. A good poster might read: 

I also encourage you to blast 
Lambda Legal for its non-TG-inclusion 
policy with letters, phone, fax and e-mail. 
They may be reached at 

Lambda Legal Defense and Educa- 
tion Fund 
120 Wall Street, Suite 1500 
New York, NY 10005-3904 
212-809-8585 phone 
212-809-0055 tax 
web puge: www.iambdalepal.ory 
VDOOLOOOOOOOOH 

Fit for a Queen 


Penni Ashe Matiz 
<penn45@ma.ultranel.com> 
The West Magazine 
Oct 30 1999 

The feathers and diamonds in the 
window are just a teaser, The finished 
crealions thal come out of Northbridge 
shop Pretty Woman on William arc tri- 
umphs of imagination, Mair and sequins - 
and dozens of them will get an ouling at 
tonight's Gay Pride Parade. Megan An- 
derson rcports. 

IIow do you peta bunch of drag 
queens (o share the limelight? “There's 
only one way I know," says Gina Miller as 
a pilc of soft snowy whitc angcls' wings is 
lobbed onto the counter beside her. "Fake 
rhinestone jewellery and feathers." 

The discussion is about the via- 
bility of a marching drag quccn float at 
Gay Pride. The place of the discussion is 
Pretty Woman on William, costume shop 
to the Mamboyant, where angels wings are 
just part of thc daily trade. Millcr, shop 
founder and chief costume designer, is 
well placed to make the judgement. She 
knows a thing or (wo about whal makes a 
drag quccn 
lick - it's not uncommon to find a posse of 
them rehearsing their routines in the cor- 
ner of her shop while finishing sequins are 
being stitched onto hcir outfits. “Makc 
them look like goddesses,” is her general 
dictum. 

I's three weeks before Gay Prid- 
c, and Millcr and thc small staff of 


part-timers are juggling 30 elaborate cos- 
tumes. custom-designed for the North- 
bridge parade. Gay Pride is one of the 
busiest times of the year at Pretty Woman 
on William..b Miller is expecting to tield 
many last minute requests for glamour. 
right up until the show tonight. 

Given that, there is a surprising 
sense of order on the shop floor. Beaded 
underwear here. faux lashes there. feather 
boas just so, latex, lame, very high shoes. 
On arrival I gawp at everything while 
Miller takes care of some financial house- 
keeping. Her apprentice Issy, a 17 year 
old future diva who has made himself 
indispensable around the place ("If you've 
got an interest in frocks, that really helps 
when your making them") normally does 
this, but he has called in sick. 

Miller, a no-norsense former 
stripper, is surrounded by reams of braid, 
sequins, endless spools of thread and a 
sewing machine, by bright feathers, 
naughty cards and a giant kimono that 
hangs from the ceiling. Upstairs there are 
more sewing machines, racks of patterns, 
a cutting room, a "drag room" (a store- 
room full of flounce) and floor-to-ceiling 
cardboard drawers 
labeled "Flesh padded bra cups", "Sequins 
- purple", "Puff Paint", "Teddy Bears" and 
the like. Suddenly its clear why there is 
such calm at the coalface. This business is 
prepared for anything. 

A demure-looking slight man 
with grey hair drops by to check that all is 
still set for his dress fitting next week, He 
wants to know if a hair slide with feathers 
could be worked into the ensemble, These 
can be very hard to keep on when wearing 
a wig, he is cautioned. Unless it’s a very 
tight set wig. He may have to cross pin it. 
The man, on a break from work, looks 


* thoughtful. He resolves to come in on his 


rostered day off -as his "feminine half" - 
and not out a solution to the hair clip 
dilemma. 

Meanwhile, Miller's impossibly 
pert breasted and deep voiced staffer Lexie 
wields a pair of pliers mercilessly on a red 
headdress that she is revamping. "It used 
to be a My Fair Lady hat" she says, dis- 
mantling it without a hint of nostalgia. By 
the time I leave she will have melded it 


-into the bare bones of a meter high cre- 


ation which she'll complete with mirror 
ball insert and feather top. 

Lexie used to be a dancer with 
Les Girls on the East coast. Now head 


k2) 


gear and accessories are her torte a i'r-— 
Woman on William. Because space is 
very tight when Issy, Angelina (veteran 
pattern maker) and Necia (seamstress) are 
on deck. Lexie, a smoker, works mostiy 
outdoors in the re-worked alley way at the 
back of the store, beautitied with blue 
lattice and colorful pot plants. 

That's a Gina Miller touch. The 
Mossman Park garden she shares with her 
sister Trish is laden with mosaic tiled pots 
and blue woodwork. "The blue goes with 
me everywhere," says the woman who is 
as meticulous about her surroundings as 
she is about the quality of her work. 

Miller spent 16 years as a stripper 
and fire eater in the famous clubs of Eu- 
rope and a short time in Sydney's King's 
Cross betore switching to the rag trade. 
She learned ner skilis first in the change 
rooms of strip clubs, where she would sit 
and bead her own knickers and later honed 
her craft making costumes for fellow 
strippers. 

After her parents died, her Perth 
based sister suggested she come to WA 
and settle. Miller set up Dalkeith Rags 
from home, which later shifted to Moss- 
man Park. She designed clothes first for 
Raunchy, then for all the strip clubs, until 
her workload burgeoned. Before the 
neighbors could get too alarmed about the 
number of strippers and drag queens run- 
ning back and 
forth from her front door, she decided to 
separate her home and work lives and set 
up shop. 

She launched Pretty Woman on 
William a year ago with Trish, a clinical 
psychologist whose hands on input into 
the business is minimal. Miller started out 
servicing strippers, but branched out when 
it became too periious to rely soleiy on 
their custom; their orders would dwindle 
when strip work dried up. "Some weeks 
you'd have $5000 worth of orders," said 
Miller. "Other weeks you’d have 52 cents 
worth." 

It soon became apparent that the 
shop had a broader appeal. Soon after it 
opened, says Miller, all the gay people got 
excited at the pretty gear in the windows. 
"Someone's opened a store for us", they 
thought. The store now caters for drag 
queens, cross-dressers, and snappy gay 
dressers who party. 

Pretty Women's client list spans 
Perth's premier drag diva Lottie La Douce, 
costume hire stores like Doyles, Connec- 


tions nightclub and imaginative walk-ins. 
like the Nedlands woman who wanted to 
give her husband breakfast in bed on 
Valentine's Day dressed as an angel. 
Pretty Woman will also do elegant gowns 
for teen girls' school balls. 

The shop also sees its share of 
burly truck driver types who have been 
known to head straight for the shoes 
(shimmery imports from the US which 
strippers and dancers the world over think 
are just darling) and ask: "Have you got 
this in my size?" 

Generally the answer is yes. 
Miller is sure to stock large sizes to cater 
for the feet of both regular drag queens 
and cross-dressers from the suburbs. 

One year on (a huge cake-shaped 
float will mark the occasion at the Pride 
Parade) Miiler has aspiruiions to exteid 
the shops offerings to wig and boot hire. 
Nobody else is doing it, she says, mainly 
for sanity reasons. 

Or is that sanitary? Whatever, 
"Perth people have some pretty wild par- 
ties." says the woman who would happily 
hire out the appropriate clobber. 

Making gear for costume hire 
businesses is, says Miller, "a line back to 
reality for us". She calls it the "normal 
people" market and finds it fun to design 
Poison Ivy knock-offs or outfits that will 
turn someone into Queen Amidala, Won- 
der Woman, Princess Leia or a priest. 
Like all of the 
designs that are invested with time and 
energy in the Pretty Woman control room- 
s, these tug at everyone's heartstrings when 
they leave the shop floor. 

The general ethos, says Miller, is 
to make things that last. "A lot of people 
are creative and make things, but they 
make things badiy,” she says, lamenting 
the cobbled together stage outfit that starts 
to disintegrate after five wears. "What 
were trying to do is have something that 
looks fabulous and is well made and will 
Still be nice in five years time - or when- 
ever you decide to pull all the feathers out 
of it." 

Miller says that a shop like hers is 
long overdue in Perth and she does her 
darndest to service every conceivable 
whim of the clients who pay up to $1500 
for a complete stage outfit with spangly 
bits. And those bits are not limited to drag 
queens. 

"Anyone who needs anything 
bizarre can come here and get it." 


OANNOUNCE WEBSITE «a 
http://announce.queer.org.au/ (under rede- 
velopment) 
QANNOUNCE ARCHIVES 
http://lists.queer.org.au/pipermail/announ 
ce/ 
DOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Girl Talk: Transscxuals' 
Final Feminine Frontier 


Keay Davidson 
From: Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranct.com> 


EXAMINER SCIENCE WRITER 

Nov. 20, 1999 

New techniques help male-to-females 
spcak like womcn. 

"I'm applying for sex reassign- 
meul surgery," Cameron Diaz announces 
to her stunned spouse halfway through the 
new film “Bcing John Malkovich." 
That's easy for her lo say: She's a woman. 
Transsexuals typically want to change 
their voices as well as their bodies, and 
long medical cxpcricnce shows it's far 
easier for a female-to-male transsexual to 
acquire a masculine-sounding voice than 
fora male-to-female transsexual to acquire 
a femininc-sounding voicc. 

Bul now, new therapeutic tech- 
niques are helping male-to-females to 
sound convincingly feminine - and without 
necessarily undergoing surgery on thcir 
vocal cords, a University of Washington 
speech therapist said at a San 
Francisco conference Friday. 

For decades doctors have suc- 
cessfully lowered the pitch or frequency of 
female-to-male transsexuals' voices by 
giving them injections of male hormones. 
By contrast, female hormoncs do not raisc 
the voice pitch ofmale-to- female transsex- 
uals, or "transgendered persons" as many 
cali themselves. = 

Conscqucntly, many malc-to- 
-females have chosen (o have their vocal 
cords surgically altered. Surgeons stretch 
the vocal cords in hopes of raising their 
frequency to a morc fcmalc-likc pitch. 

Unfortunately, the results are 
somctimcs terribly unconvincing, as if the 
surgeons had tried to make Barry White 
sound like Minnic Mousc. 

Alternative, non-surgical tech- 
niques should also be considered, speech 
therapist Michelle Mordaunt, of the Uni- 
versity of Washington, said Friday at the 
annual convention of the American 
Speech-Language-Ilearing Association al 
Moscone Center. 


To successmily nass: as we: 

male-to-female transsexuals can exploit 
the differences hetween male and female 
speaking styles, explained Mordaunt, who 
over the last three years has given speech 
therapy lessons to 10 transsexuals, nine of 
them male-to-females. She cited numerous 
ways in which even a male-to-female 
transsexual cursed with low pitch could 
sound remarkably feminine. They include: 
1. Speaking over a wider range of freauen- 
cies than do men. Mordaunt explained that 
when a woman talks. her voice tends to 
range across a wider frequency band, from 
high to low, than do men's voices, which 
are usually more 
monotone. "Pitch variability is greater for 
women," said Mordaunt. 
2. Speaking at varying rates. Female spee- 
ch tends to vary in speed, with slow 
patches followed by “short rushes of 
speech," Mordaunt said. 


3. Talking more “from the head" than 
"from the chest." When men speak. a 
higher percentage of air comes from their 
larger chest cavities, giving their voices 
more of a foghorn quality. By contrast, 
Mordaunt said, women's speech tends to 
have a "lighter" sound because they gen- 
erate more sounds using smaller body 
cavities, namely the upper portion of their 
"voice boxes" around the throat and head. 

So she trains her male-to-female 
clients how to rely more on talking "from 
the head." “It's one of the best things for 
my Clients, and it takes stress off their 
vocal cords," she said. 

Women also tend to use charac- 
teristic gestures while speaking, Mordaunt 
noted. She advises her male-to-female 
clients how to deploy similar gestures, 
such as brushing one's hair backward or 
using her hands in an "animated but sub- 
tle" way. 

Such gestures shouldn't be over- 
done, she cautions. "You shouldn't flip 
your hair backward 100 times a minute," 
she said with a laugh. 

One of Mordaunt's success sto- 
ries also spoke at the hour-and-a-half 
session 
titled "Voice Treatment for Transgender 
Clients: Clinical and Consumer Perspec- 
tives." Judy Osborne, a male-to-female 
transsexual in Seattle, gave a witty speech 
about her experiences as a man who be- 
came a woman -in voice as well as body. 

BOO OOOO OOOOOOOlWO 


It's Time, Arizona (ITAZ) 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


Received from Monica Ilelms 
<MHelms@webtv.net> 
Friends, 


We of It's Time, Arizona (ITAZ) are 
happy to announce that our first General 
Meeting will be held January 8, 2000, 4-7 
PM, at the Metropolitan Community 
Church, located at 7820 N. 27th Ave., 
Phoenix. 

ITAZ is a state-level, grassroots 
advocacy organization which promotes 
positive civic, social and political changes 
for the benefit of the Transgender Com- 
munity. We hope to work closely with all 
aspects of society in Arizona - such as 
corporate, political, GLBT community, 
law enforcement, legal, media and medi- 
cal. You are cordially invited to attend. 


This first General Meeting will serve to 
officially introduce ITAZ to Arizona and 
to present our goals and Mission State- 
ment for the new century. 

We encourage questions from 
the audience on any part of our presenta- 
tion. The meeting will last two hours and 
then there will be a reception from 6-7 
PM. Tell others about the meeting. Please 
come and get to know It's Time, Arizona. 
Together, we will build a new and brighter 
future for all : 
Arizonans. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda E. Schrader - Executive Director 
Monica I. Helms - Director of Operations 
DOOOOOOOOOLOOOOO 
The Santa Clause 
Phoenix Fire 
Important news about Southem Christ- 

mus... 

A new contract for Santa has 
finally been ncgotiated. Plcasc rcad the 
following carefully: 

I regret to inform you that, effec- 
tive immediately, I will no longer be able 
to scrve the Southern Unitcd Statcs on 
Christmas Eve. Due to the overwhelming 
current population of the earth, my con- 
tract was renegotiated by North American 
Fairics and Elvcs Local 209. 

Inow serve only certain areas of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Michigan. As part of the new and better 
contract I also gct longer breaks for milk 
and cookies so keep that in mind. How- 
ever, I'm certain that your children will be 


in good hands with your local replacement 
who happens to be my third cousin, Bubba 
Claus. His side of the family is from the 
South Pole. Ife shares my goal of deliver- 
ing toys to all the good boys and girls; 
however, there are a few differences be- 
tween us. 

Differences such as: 

1. There is no danger of a Grinch stealing 
your presents from Bubba Clause He has 
a gun rack on his sleigh and a bumper 
sticker that reads: "These toys insured by 
Smith and Wesson." 

2. Instead of milk and cookies, Bubba 
Claus prefers that children leave an RC 
cola and pork rinds [or a moon pie] on the 
fireplace. And Bubba doesn't smoke a 
pipe. He dips a little snuff though, so 
please have an empty spit can handy. 

3. Bubba Claus' sleigh is puiled by floppy- 
-eared, flyin' coon dogs instead of rein- 
deer. I madc the mistake of loaning him a 
couple of my reindeer one time, and 
Blitzen's head now overlooks Bubba's 
fireplace. 

4, You won't hear "On Comet, on Cupid, 
on Donner and Blitzen..." when Bubba 
Claus arrives. Instead, you'll hear, "On 
Earnhardt, on Wallace, on Martin and 
Labonte. On Rudd, on Jarrett, on Elliott 
and Petty." 

5. “Ho, ho, ho!" has been replaced by 
"Yee Haw!" and you also are likely to hear 
Bubbu's elves respond, "I her'd dat!" 

6. As required by Southern highway laws, 
Bubba Claus' sleigh does have a Yosemite 
Sam safety triangle on the back with the 
words "Back off." The last I heard it also 
had other decorations on the sleigh back as 
well. One is Ford or Chevy logo with 
lights that race through the letters and the 
other is a caricature of me (Santa Claus) 
going wee wee on the ‘Yooth Fairy. 

7. The usual Christmas movie classics 
such as "Miracle on 34th Street" and "It's 
a Wonderful Life" will not be shown in 
your negotiated viewing area. Instead, 
you'll see "Boss Hogg Saves Christmas" 
and "Smokey and the bandit IV" featuring 
Burt Reynolds as Bubba Claus and dozens 
of state patrol cars crashing into each 
other. 

8. Bubba Claus doesn't wear a belt. If 1 
were you, I'd make sure you, the wife, and 
the kids turn the other way when he bends 
over to put presents under the tree. 

9. And finally, lovely Christmas songs 
have been sung about me like "Rudolph 
The Red-nosed Reindeer" and Bing 


12. 


Crosby's "Santa Claus Is "Coming to Town- 
." This year songs about Bubba Claus will 
be played on all the AM radio stations in 
the South. Those song titles will be Mark 
Chestnut's "Bubba Claus Shot the Jukebox" 
and "Grandma Got Run'd Over by a Rein- 
deer." 

Sincerely Yours, 

Santa Claus (member of North American 
Fairies and Elves Local 209) 
PS: Other regions currently undergoing 
their own contract negotiations. 
Final contracts will also be published upon 
ratification by the local unions. 

OOOOOOCOOOOOVOO 


